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Evensong 
Rite I 

The Invitatory, S26 (stand) 

 

 
Daily Evening Prayer I, Preces (S26). Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing, Inc. Tune: © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc. Words: Public 
domain. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725755. All rights reserved. 

O Gracious Light        Phos hilaron Conditor alem siderum, Plainsong, Mode 4 

 
Phos hilaron (S27) Words: Greek, 3rd cent.; tr. F. Bland Tucker (1895–1984); para. of O Gracious Light. Music: Conditor alme siderum, 
plainsong, Mode 4; acc. Bruce Neswick (b. 1956). Copyright: Music: Accompaniment © Bruce Neswick. Meter: LM. Reprinted from The 
Hymnal 1982, © 1985 the Church Pension Fund. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Church Publishing Incorporated, New York, 
NY. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725755. All rights reserved. 
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Psalm(s) Appointed    

         Psalm 34                                    Benedicam Dominum                                   Stephen Elvey 

  

1  I will bless the / LORD at / all times; * 
          his praise shall / ever be / in my / mouth. 

2  I will / glory in the / LORD; * 
        let the / humble / hear and re - / joice. 

3  Proclaim with me the / greatness of the / LORD; * 
         let us ex - / alt his / Name to - / gether. 

4  I sought the / LORD and he / answered me * 
         and delivered me / out of / all my / terror. 

5  Look upon / him and be / radiant, * 
         and let not your / faces / be a - / shamed. 

6  I called in my affliction and the / LORD / heard me * 
         and / saved me from / all my / troubles. 

7  The angel of the LORD encompasses / those who / fear him, * 
        and / he / will de - / liver them. 

8  Taste and see that the / LORD is / good; * 
        -- / happy are / they who / trust in him! 

9  Fear the LORD you that / are his / saints, * 
        for / those who / fear him lack / nothing. 

10  The young lions lack and / suffer / hunger, * 
       but those who seek the LORD lack / nothing / that is / good. 

11  Come children and / listen to / me; * 
       I will / teach you the / fear of the / LORD. 

12  Who among / you loves / life * 
        and desires long / life to en - / joy pros - / perity? 

13  Keep your tongue from / evil - / speaking * 
          and your / lips from / lying / words. 
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14  Turn from evil and / do / good; * 
          seek / peace / and pur - / sue it. 

15  The eyes of the LORD are up - / on the / righteous, * 
        and his ears are / open / to their / cry. 

16  The face of the LORD is against / those who do / evil, * 
         to root out the re - / membrance of / them from the / earth. 

17  The righteous cry and the / LORD / hears them * 
         and de - / livers them from / all their / troubles. 

18  The LORD is near to the / broken - / hearted * 
         and will save / those whose / spirits are / crushed. 

19  Many are the / troubles of the / righteous, * 
         but the LORD will de - / liver him / out of them / all. 

20  He will keep safe / all his / bones; * 
         not / one of / them shall be / broken. 

21  Evil shall / slay the / wicked, * 
         and those who hate the / righteous / will be / punished. 

22  The LORD ransoms the / life of his / servants, * 
         and / none will be / punished who / trust in him. 

Glory to the Father and / to the / Son, * 
       and / to the / Holy / Spirit: 

As it was in the be - / ginning is / now, * 
       and will be for - / ever. / A - / men. 
 

The First Lesson, Esther 3:1-4:3                                               Revised Standard Version 

After these things King Ahasu-e′rus promoted Haman the Ag′agite, the son of 
Hammeda′tha, and advanced him and set his seat above all the princes who were with 
him.  And all the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate bowed down and did 
obeisance to Haman; for the king had so commanded concerning him. But Mor′decai 
did not bow down or do obeisance.  Then the king’s servants who were at the king’s 
gate said to Mor′decai, “Why do you transgress the king’s command?”  And when they 
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spoke to him day after day and he would not listen to them, they told Haman, in order 
to see whether Mor′decai’s words would avail; for he had told them that he was a 
Jew.  And when Haman saw that Mor′decai did not bow down or do obeisance to him, 
Haman was filled with fury.  But he disdained to lay hands on Mor′decai alone. So, as 
they had made known to him the people of Mor′decai, Haman sought to destroy all the 
Jews, the people of Mor′decai, throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasu-e′rus. 

In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasu-e′rus, 
they cast Pur, that is the lot, before Haman day after day; and they cast it month after 
month till the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. Then Haman said to King 
Ahasu-e′rus, “There is a certain people scattered abroad and dispersed among the 
peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws are different from those of 
every other people, and they do not keep the king’s laws, so that it is not for the king’s 
profit to tolerate them.  If it please the king, let it be decreed that they be destroyed, and 
I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the 
king’s business, that they may put it into the king’s treasuries.” So the king took his 
signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman the Ag′agite, the son of Hammeda′tha, 
the enemy of the Jews.  And the king said to Haman, “The money is given to you, the 
people also, to do with them as it seems good to you.” 

 Then the king’s secretaries were summoned on the thirteenth day of the first month, 
and an edict, according to all that Haman commanded, was written to the king’s satraps 
and to the governors over all the provinces and to the princes of all the peoples, to every 
province in its own script and every people in its own language; it was written in the 
name of King Ahasu-e′rus and sealed with the king’s ring.  Letters were sent by couriers 
to all the king’s provinces, to destroy, to slay, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, 
women and children, in one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the 
month of Adar, and to plunder their goods.  A copy of the document was to be issued as 
a decree in every province by proclamation to all the peoples to be ready for that 
day. The couriers went in haste by order of the king, and the decree was issued in Susa 
the capital. And the king and Haman sat down to drink; but the city of Susa was 
perplexed. 

When Mor′decai learned all that had been done, Mor′decai rent his clothes and put on 
sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, wailing with a loud and 
bitter cry;  he went up to the entrance of the king’s gate, for no one might enter the 
king’s gate clothed with sackcloth.  And in every province, wherever the king’s 
command and his decree came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting 
and weeping and lamenting, and most of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The Song of Mary, S185                          Magnificat    Plainsong, Tone 8 
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Canticle 3, The Song of Mary: Magnificat. Music: Mode 8 antiphon; adapt. Bruce E. Ford (b. 1947). Plainsong, Tone 8 (Solemn); adapt. and 
acc. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867–1944), alt. Copyright: Antiphon © 1985, Bruce E. Ford. Canticle setting © The Church Pension Fund. 
Reprinted from The Hymnal 1982, © 1985 the Church Pension Fund. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Church Publishing 
Incorporated, New York, NY. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725755. All rights reserved. 

 

The Second Lesson, Matthew 6:1-6,16-18                                   Revised Standard Version 

Jesus said, “Beware of practicing your piety before men in order to be seen by them; 
for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. Thus, when 
you give alms, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues 
and in the streets, that they may be praised by men. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. And when you pray, you must not be like the 
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street 
corners, that they may be seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. And 
when you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces 
that their fasting may be seen by men. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting 
may not be seen by men but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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The Song of Simeon, S196                         Nunc dimittis    Plainsong, Tone 7 

 
 

Canticle 5, The Song of Simeon: Nunc dimittis. Music: Mode 7 antiphon, adapt. Bruce E. Ford (b. 1947). Plainsong, Tone 7; adapt. The 
Standing Commission on Church Music, 1979, acc. Alec Wyton (b. 1921) and SCCM, 1979. Reprinted with permission under ONE 
LICENSE #A-725755. All rights reserved. 

The Apostles’ Creed  (sung on tone)  

Officiant I believe in God, 
All the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth 
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
  born of the Virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, dead, and buried. 
  He descended into hell. 
  The third day he rose again from the dead. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
All And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Our Father (kneel)  

Officiant Our Father, 
All who art in heaven, 

hallow’d be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

Suffrages B, S29  
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Music: Mason Martens (1933–1991). Copyright: © 1971 by Mason Martens. Reprinted from The Hymnal 1982, © 1985 the Church 
Pension Fund. All rights reserved. Used by permission of Church Publishing Incorporated, New York, NY. Reprinted with permission 
under ONE LICENSE #A-725755. All rights reserved. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things 
that are passing away, to cleave to those that shall abide; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

A Collect for Sundays 
Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over 
the powers of death and prepared for us our place in the new 
Jerusalem: Grant that we, who have this day given thanks for 
his resurrection, may praise thee in that City of which he is the 
light; and where he liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. Amen.  

A Collect for Mission 
O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy 
presence:  Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in 
companionship with one another thine abounding grace may 
increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Anthem John Goss  

O taste and see how gracious the Lord is, blessed is the man that trusteth in 
him. O fear the Lord, ye that are his saints, for they that fear Him lack nothing. 
But they who seek the Lord shall want no manner of thing that is good. The 
lions do lack and suffer hunger, but they who seek the Lord shall want no 
manner of thing that is good.      

–Words: Psalm 34:8-10 (see pg. 3) 
Music: John Goss (1800-1880).

 
The General Thanksgiving 
             Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

The Dismissal and Grace, S31 

 
Concluding Versicle and Response. Tune: © 1985, Church 
Publishing, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE 
#A-725755. All rights reserved. 
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The Grace 
 Officiant  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
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