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Solemn Choral Eucharist

Silence is observed before the service.
The Woodwind Prelude, A Choral Fantasy on Old Carols Gustav Holst

The Festival Procession
Hymn 102, Once in royal David’s city (stand) IRBY

Stanzas 1 and 2 are sung by the choir.

1 Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

2 He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all,
and His shelter was a stable, and His cradle was a stall;
with the poor, the scorned, the lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy.

Stanzas 3 through 6 are sung by both choir and people.

3 We, like Mary, rest confounded that a stable should display
heaven's Word, the world's creator, cradled there on Christmas Day,
yet this child, our Lord and brother, brought us love for one another.

4  For he is our life-long pattern; daily, when on earth he grew,
he was tempted, scorned, rejected, tears and smiles like us he knew.
Thus he feels for all our sadness, and he shares in all our gladness.

5 And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love;
for that child who seemed so helpless is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

6 Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing round,
we shall see Him; but in heaven, where His saints His throne surround:
Christ, revealed to faithful eye, set at God's right hand on high.

The Opening Acclamation
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People
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And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ev-er. A-men.




The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord.

People Amen.

The Hymn of Praise GLORIA
Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night, and the mountains in reply
echoing their brave delight. Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And with thy spirit.
Celebrant Let us pray.
The Liturgy of the Word
The Collect of the Day

O God, who hast caused this holy night to shine with the illumination of the true Light: Grant
us, we beseech thee, that as we have known the mystery of that Light upon earth, so may we
also perfectly enjoy him in heaven; where with thee and the Holy Spirit he liveth and reigneth,
one God, in glory everlasting.

People Amen.
The People shall sit.

The Lesson, Isaiah 9:2-4, 6-7 (sit) Revised Standard Version
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep
darkness, on them has light shined. Thou hast multiplied the nation, thou hast increased its
joy; they rejoice before thee as with joy at the harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the
spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, thou
hast broken as on the day of Midian. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called, “Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Of the increase of his government and of
peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom, to establish it,
and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness, from this time forth and for evermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Lector The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Gradual Anthem, Sir Christemas (remain seated) William Mathias
Nowell. Who is there that singeth so, Nowell? I am here, Sir Christemas. Welcome, my lord

Sir Christemas! Welcome to all, both more and less, come near. Nowell. Dieu vous garde,
beaux sieurs, tidings I you bring: a maid hath borne a child full young, which causeth you to
sing: Nowell. Christ is now born of a pure maid; in an oxstall he is laid, wherefore sing we at
a brayde: Nowell. Buvez bien par toute la compagnie. Make good cheer and be right merry,
and sing with us now joyfully: Nowell!



The Epistle, Titus 2:11-14

Revised Standard Version

The grace of God has appeared for the salvation of all men, training us to renounce irreligion
and worldly passions, and to live sober, upright, and godly lives in this world, awaiting our

blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior
himself for us to redeem us from all iniquity and to purify for hims
who are zealous for good deeds.

Subdeacon The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Sequence Hymn
Hymn 87, Hark! the herald angels sing (1-2/3)
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The Holy Gospel, Luke 2:1-14

Deacon The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.

People Glory be to thee, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be enrolled. This
was the first enrollment, when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be enrolled,
each to his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea,
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of
David, to be enrolled with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there,
the time came for her to be delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him
in swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
And an angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone around them and
they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you
good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city
of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among men with whom he is pleased!”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sequence Hymn continues.
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Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. Music: Mendelssohn, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847); adapt. William H. Cummings (1831-1915)

The Sermon (sit)

The Nicene Creed (stand)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen
and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



The Prayers of the People, Form 1
The Deacon and the People pray responsively.

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have
mercy.”

For the peace from above, for the loving kindness of God, and for the salvation of our
souls, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity
of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
For all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this city, for every city and community, and for those who live in them, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, in the air or through outer space, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For those in the armed forces, medical, emergency and relief workers, and for all in harm’s
way, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.



For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners, captives,
refugees, and all displaced persons, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to
the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the absolution and remission of our sins and offenses, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us
pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary and all the saints, let us commend ourselves,
and one another, and all our life, to Christ our God.

To thee, O Lord our God.

Silence

The Celebrant adds the concluding Collect.

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only Son Jesus
Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our Redeemer, so we may with sure confidence
behold him when he shall come to be our Judge; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy
Ghost, one God, world without end.

People Amen.
The Peace
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The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord.



The Liturgy of Holy Communion

The Offertory Anthem, Sans Day carol John Rutter
Now the holly bears a berry as white as the milk, and Mary bore Jesus who was wrapped up in
silk. And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be, and the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly!
Now the holly bears a berry as green as the grass, and Mary bore Jesus who died on the cross.
Refrain. Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal, and Mary bore Jesus who died for us

all. Refrain. Now the holly bears a berry as blood is it red, then trust we our Saviour who rose
from the dead. Refrain.

The Presentation and Censing Hymn (stand)
Hymn 79 O little town of Bethlehem St. Louis
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The Eucharistic Prayer, Prayer I1

I, Celebrant People
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Celebrant People
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It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places,
give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. Because thou didst
give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy
Ghost, was made very Man of the substance of the Virgin Mary his mother; that we might
be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become thy children.

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

The Sanctus, S 114 Healey Willan
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The People shall kneel. The Celebrant continues.
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All glory be to thee, O Lord our God, for that thou didst create heaven and earth, and didst
make us in thine own image; and, of thy tender mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ
to take our nature upon him, and to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption. He made
there a full and perfect sacrifice for the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel
command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until
his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks to
thee, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for
you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance
of me.”

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy people do celebrate and make, with these
thy holy gifts which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty
resurrection and glorious ascension; and looking for his coming again with power and great

glory.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us, and, with thy Word and
Holy Spirit, to bless and sanctify these gifts of bread and wine, that they may be unto us the
Body and Blood of thy dearly-beloved Son Jesus Christ.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness to accept this our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving, whereby we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and
bodies. Grant, we beseech thee, that all who partake of this Holy Communion may worthily
receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, and be filled with thy grace
and heavenly benediction; and also that we and all thy whole Church may be made one body
with him, that he may dwell in us, and we in him; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory
be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.

People AMEN.
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The Our Father, Hymn S 119 Plainsong, adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas
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The Fraction Anthem

L._._nccauazv—'—a_._._o_L

Al - le - lu - ia. Christ our Pass - o - ver is sac - ri-ficed for us;

b T— E—
v

There-fore let us keep the feast. Al-le-" ia.

The Invitation
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the people of God.
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The Ministration of Communion

If you have been baptized and receive communion in your home church, we invite you to join us for
Communion. If you have not been baptized, please come to the altar rail for a blessing.

The Communion Hymns

Hymn 82, Of the Father’s love begotten
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Hymn 112, In the bleak midwinter
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WINCHESTER OLD

Hymn 94, While shepherds watched their flocks by night
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and on the earth be peace;

good will henceforth from heaven to men
begin and never cease.”

The Ablutions Anthem, A cradle song

Arnold Cooke

O men from the fields! Come gently within. Tread softly, softly, O men coming in! Mavourneen
is going from me and from you, where Mary will fold him with mantle of blue! From reek of the
smoke, and cold of the floor, and the peering of things across the half-door. O men from the
fields! Soft, softly come through - Mary puts round him her mantle of blue.

The Post-Communion Prayer

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in these
holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Savior
Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are
very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful
people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech
thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without

end. Amen.
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The Christmas Blessing

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this
holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his

holiness.
People Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you

with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.
People Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven,

give you his peace and favor.
People Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, T the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be
amongst you and remain with you always.

People Amen.

The Procession

Hymn 83, O come, all ye faithful (stand) ADESTE FIDELES
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6 Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,

now in flesh appearing;

Refrain

Words: John Francis Wade (1711-1786); tr. Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880) and others
Music: Adeste fideles, present form of melody att. John Francis Wade (1711-1786); harm. The English Hymnai, 1906



The Last Gospel, John 1:1-14 Revised Standard Version
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The
same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not
anything made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men
through him might believe. He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the
world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own,
and his own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

The People shall kneel.
And the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

The Hymn, Silent night (kneel) STILLE NACHT
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.

The Dismissal
Celebrant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

The Woodwind Postlude, Sinfonia (from Christmas Oratorio BWV 248) J.S. Bach
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