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What is a Red Letter Day? 

The Christian calendar cycles around two primary feasts: Christmas and Easter. Our liturgical year begins 

with preparation for the mystery of Christ’s incarnation. It climaxes in the celebration of Christ’s miraculous 

resurrection. The year’s denouement is found in the long Season After Pentecost, when we focus on living 

and growing in Christian community.  

Throughout the year, the Church celebrates other, smaller feasts. These special days usually mark either 

events in Jesus’ life or the life of a saint. We call them ‘red letter days’ because in early editions of the Prayer 

Book, calendars were printed in red.  

Today, we remember and give thanks for the story of Jesus’ transfiguration on the mountain. This mira-

cle is especially important because it reveals Christ’s divinity in the midst of his earthly life. When God 

names Jesus as his Son, we understand that Jesus is the second person of the Trinity. When Moses and 

Elijah appear beside him, we understand that Jesus is the fulfillment of Old Testament prophesy.  

We pray that today we will behold our King in all his glory, as the disciples did when they bore witness 

to this mystery.  



 

 

Morning Prayer begins with 

words from Psalm 51. The 

Daily Office has begun with 

this quote from scripture since 

its inception.  

 

 

Some version of the “Gloria 

Patri” exists in almost all li-

turgical Christian traditions. 

Most look very similar to 

ours. But in the Church in 

Syria, their “Gloria Patri” 

reads, “Glory be to the Fa-

ther, and to the Son, and to 

the Holy Spirit; and upon us, 

weak and sinful, may mercy 

and compassion be showered, 

in both worlds, for ever and 

ever. Amen.”  

 

 

 

 

Earliest examples of the 

Western Daily Office include 

Psalm 95 as an introductory 

prayer. The Venite calls us to 

praise God because he is our 

sovereign Lord, our sustainer, 

and our creator.  

 

 

 

One of the defining character-

istics of the Anglican Daily 

Office is the reading of the 

psalter. Although Benedictine 

monks pray the entire Psalter 

in a week, our lectionary 

leads us through the psalms 

over the course of seven 

weeks.  

Daily Morning Prayer 
 

Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant O Lord, open thou our lips. 

People  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Officiant   The Lord hath manifested forth his glory:  

People       O come, let us adore him.  

 

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7 

O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 
    let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 

    and the strength of the hills is his also. 
The sea is his, and he made it, * 

    and his hands prepared the dry land. 

O come, let us worship and fall down, * 

    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is the Lord our God, * 
    and we are the people of his pasture 

    and the sheep of his hand. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 

    let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 

    and with righteousness to judge the world 
    and the peoples with his truth. 
 

 

The Psalm  

Psalm 145  Exaltabo te, Deus  

 

1 I will exalt you, O God my King, *    

                  and bless your Name for ever and ever.  

 2  Every day will I bless you *     

                     And praise your Name for ever and ever  
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The Psalter is often consid-

ered a mirror to humanity, 

showing us the full range of 

our emotions and experienc-

es. It is also a mirror to God, 

teaching us something about 

who God is and what God 

does. 

Psalm 145 was written as a 

hymn, sung in temples and 

other holy places. Hymns like 

this have been sung in tem-

ples by people of faith for 

thousands of years.  

   

 

 3 Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised;*   

        there is no end to his greatness.  

 4 One generation shall praise your works to another*    

      and shall declare your power.  

 5 I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *     

                and all your marvelous works.  

 6 They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, *     

                And I will tell of your greatness.  

7  They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; *    

           They shall sing of your righteous deeds.  

 8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, *  

       Slow to anger and of great kindness.   

 9 The LORD is loving to everyone*   

       And his compassion is over all his works”  

10 All your works praise you, O LORD ,*    

      And your faithful servants bless you.  

11  They make known the glory of your kingdom *    

      And speak of your power; 

12  That the peoples may know of your power* 

      And the glorious splendor of your kingdom.  

13     Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom;* 

              Your dominion endures throughout all ages.  

14     The LORD is faithful in all his words* 

              And merciful in all his deeds.  

15      The LORD upholds all those who fall;* 

              He lifts up those who are bowed down.  

16      The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,* 

              And you give them their food in due season 

17     You open wide your hand* 

              And satisfy the needs of every living creature.  

18     The LORD is righteous in all his ways * 

              And loving in all his works.  

19  The LORD is near to those who call upon him, * 

              To all who call upon him faithfully.  

. 
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The Acts of the Apostles and 

the Gospel of Luke were al-

most certainly written by the 

same author. They are like 

one book in two volumes.  

Early manuscripts of Acts do 

not contain a title. The title 

‘The Acts of the Apostles’ 

was given to the book by the 

early church.  

 

20  He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; * 

               He hears their cry and helps them.  

21  The LORD preserves all those who love him, * 

       But he destroys all the wicked 

22  My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; * 

       Let all flesh bless his holy Name for ever and ever.  

 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; * 

       As it was in the beginning is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 

The Lesson, Acts of the Apostles 4:1-12                   Revised Standard Version 

4 As Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of 

the temple and the Sad′ducees came upon them, 2 annoyed because they were 

teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the 

dead. 3 And they arrested them and put them in custody until the morrow, for 

it was already evening. 4 But many of those who heard the word believed; and 

the number of the men came to about five thousand. 

5 On the morrow their rulers and elders and scribes were gathered together in 

Jerusalem, 6 with Annas the high priest and Ca′iaphas and John and Alexan-

der, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7 And when they had set 

them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do 

this?” 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the peo-

ple and elders, 9 if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done 

to a cripple, by what means this man has been healed, 10 be it known to you all, 

and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by him this man is 

standing before you well. 11 This is the stone which was rejected by you build-

ers, but which has become the head of the corner. 12 And there is salvation in 

no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 

which we must be saved.” 

 

 Officiant The Word of the Lord. 

 People  Thanks be to God. 
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Unlike many other canticles, 

the Te Deum is not taken 

directly from scripture. Ac-

cording to Medieval legend, 

St. Ambrose and St. Augus-

tine composed the prayer ex-

temporaneously during Au-

gustine’s baptism. The prayer 

is at least 1,600 years old!  

At  All Saints’, we pray the 

Te Deum on every Red Letter 

Day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we say “catholic,” we 

do not mean Roman Catho-

lic. Rather, we are referring to 

the universal Church, of 

which Christ is the head.  

 

7     We Praise Thee     Te Deum laudamus 

We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting. 
To thee all Angels cry aloud, 
the Heavens and all the Powers therein. 
To thee Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry: 
    Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 
    Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee. 
The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee. 
The noble army of martyrs praise thee. 
The holy Church throughout all the world 
                              doth acknowledge thee, 
    the Father, of an infinite majesty, 
    thine adorable, true, and only Son, 
    also the Holy Ghost the Comforter. 
Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. 
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 
When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, 
thou didst humble thyself to be born of a Virgin. 
When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, 
thou didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Thou sittest at the right hand of God, in the glory of the Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge. 
    We therefore pray thee, help thy servants, 
    whom thou hast redeemed with thy precious blood. 
    Make them to be numbered with thy saints, 
    in glory everlasting. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, dead, and buried. 
    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven, 

    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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In the Medieval Church, the 

Daily Office was character-

ized by silent repetition of 

well known prayers. Howev-

er, the 1552 Prayer Book in-

structed the clergy and people 

to say both the Creed and the 

Lord’s Prayer together, loud-

ly, in English.  These were 

among the first elements of 

common, corporate prayer.  

 

 

 

 

 

The “V” is short for 

“Versicle,” which is said by 

the Officiant. The “R” is 

short for “Response,” which 

is said by the people.  

These suffrages very closely 

resemble those in the 1549 

Prayer Book.  The text quotes 

many of the Psalms.  

 

 

 

 

This prayer for the Feast of 

the Transfiguration has been 

part of Anglican worship 

since 1892. 

 

The Prayers 

Officiant       The Lord be with you. 

People                     And with thy spirit. 

Officiant       Let us pray. 

 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 

                as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

            And lead us not into temptation, 

          but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

        for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrages A 

V.    O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
R.    And grant us thy salvation. 
V.    Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 

R.    And make thy chosen people joyful. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

R.    For only in thee can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under thy care; 

R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let thy way be known upon earth; 
R.    Thy saving health among all nations. 

V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with thy Holy Spirit. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, who on the holy mount didst reveal to chosen 

witnesses thy well-beloved Son, wonderfully transfigured, in 
raiment white and glistening: Mercifully grant that we, being 

delivered from the disquietude of this world, may by faith 
behold the King in his beauty; who with thee, O Father, and 

thee, O Holy Ghost, liveth and reigneth, one God, world 
without end. Amen.  
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The collect for guidance was 

written by Canadian Angli-

cans and intended for use as a 

family prayer. Today, it is 

used throughout the Anglican 

Communion, uniting the wid-

er church family.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

During this time, we pray for 

special needs within our par-

ish family. It is also an oppor-

tunity for you to say your 

personal prayers. Every time 

we gather for corporate wor-

ship, either in person or digi-

tally, we always offer a brief 

moment  for individual pray-

ers.  

 

 

 

 

A Collect for Guidance  

O heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our 
being: We humbly pray thee so to guide and govern us by thy 

Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life 
we may not forget thee, but may remember that we are ever 

walking in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Collect for Mission  

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole 

body of thy faithful people is governed and sanctified: 
Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 

thee for all members of thy holy Church, that in their 
vocation and ministry they may truly and godly serve thee; 

through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

A Collect for the Unity of the Human Family  

O God, thou hast made us in thine own image and redeemed us  
through thy Son Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace: Give us grace  
seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are in by our unhappy  

and unjust divisions; look with compassion on the whole human  
family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts;  

break down the walls that separate us; and work through our struggles  
and confusion to accomplish thy purposes on earth; that we may be  

united in one holy bond of truth, and justice, peace, and love;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

The Parish Prayer List 

After the parish prayer list, the Officiant will offer a moment of silence.  

Officiant  Lord in thy mercy 

All   Hear our prayer.   

Officiant  I bid your personal prayers here. You may use the “Pause But 

  ton” if you need more time.  

 

The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 

do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all men. 
 We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
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The General Thanksgiving 

was included in the 1789 

Prayer Book after Puritans 

complained about a lack of 

thanksgiving in Anglican 

worship.  

 

And, we beseech thee, 

give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 

and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 

by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 

be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

 

 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God.  

Officiant  Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 

more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 

generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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