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Daily Evening Prayer:  

Rite One 
December 17, 2020 

Thursday in the Third Week of Advent 

 

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 

People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron 

O gracious Light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of life, 

and to be glorified through all the worlds.  

 

Psalm 33     Exultate, justi 

 

1 Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous; * 

    it is good for the just to sing praises. 
 

  

2 Praise the LORD with the harp; * 

    play to him upon the psaltery and lyre. 
 

  

3 Sing for him a new song; * 

    sound a fanfare with all your skill upon the trumpet. 
 

  

4 For the word of the LORD is right, * 

    and all his works are sure. 
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5 He loves righteousness and justice; * 

    the loving-kindness of the LORD fills the whole earth. 
 

  

6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, * 

    by the breath of his mouth all the heavenly hosts. 
 

  

7 He gathers up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin * 

    and stores up the depths of the sea. 
 

  

8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; * 

    let all who dwell in the world stand in awe of him. 
 

  

9 For he spoke, and it came to pass; * 

    he commanded, and it stood fast. 
 

  

10 The LORD brings the will of the nations to naught; * 

    he thwarts the designs of the peoples. 
 

  

11 But the LORD'S will stands fast for ever, * 

    and the designs of his heart from age to age. 
 

  

12 Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! * 

    happy the people he has chosen to be his own! 

 

13 The LORD looks down from heaven, * 

    and beholds all the people in the world. 
 

  

14 From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze * 

    on all who dwell on the earth. 
 

  

15 He fashions all the hearts of them * 

    and understands all their works. 
 

  

16 There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army; * 

    a strong man is not delivered by his great strength. 
 

  

17 The horse is a vain hope for deliverance; * 

    for all its strength it cannot save. 
 

  

18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him, * 

    on those who wait upon his love, 
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19 To pluck their lives from death, * 

    and to feed them in time of famine. 
 

  

20 Our soul waits for the LORD; * 

    he is our help and our shield. 
 

  

21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in him, * 

    for in his holy Name we put our trust. 
 

  

22 Let your loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us, * 

    as we have put our trust in you. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

Officiant  A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 

Chapter 9 verse 18 through Chapter 10 verse 4 
 

For wickedness burns like a fire, it consumes briers and thorns; it kindles the thickets of 

the forest, and they roll upward in a column of smoke. 19 Through the wrath of 

the LORD of hosts the land is burned, and the people are like fuel for the fire; no man 

spares his brother. 20 They snatch on the right, but are still hungry, and they devour on the 

left, but are not satisfied; each devours his neighbor’s flesh, 21 Manas′seh E′phraim, and 

E′phraim Manas′seh, and together they are against Judah. For all this his anger is not 

turned away and his hand is stretched out still. 1 Woe to those who decree iniquitous 

decrees, and the writers who keep writing oppression, 2 to turn aside the needy from 

justice and to rob the poor of my people of their right, that widows may be their spoil, 

and that they may make the fatherless their prey! 3 What will you do on the day of 

punishment, in the storm which will come from afar? To whom will you flee for help, 

and where will you leave your wealth? 4 Nothing remains but to crouch among the 

prisoners or fall among the slain. For all this his anger is not turned away and his hand is 

stretched out still. 

 

Officiant  The Word of the Lord.   

People  Thanks be to God.  
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The Song of Mary    Magnificat 

 Luke 1:46-55 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 

    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded * 

    the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth * 

    all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 

    and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him * 

    throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm; * 

    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 

    and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 

    and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 

    as he promised to our forefathers, 

    Abraham and his seed for ever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Officiant  A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 

Chapter 3 verses 1 through 12 

3 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 

Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the 

Lord, make his paths straight.” 4 Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair, and a leather 

girdle around his waist; and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then went out to him 

Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by 

him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees 

and Sad′ducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit that befits repentance, 9 and do not 

presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father’; for I tell you, God is 

able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is laid to the 

root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 

mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry; he will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and with fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 



 5 

threshing floor and gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 

Officiant  The Word of the Lord.   

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis 

         Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 

    according to thy word; 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 

    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 

    and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

    born of the Virgin Mary, 

    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, dead, and buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrages B  

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and 

goodwill, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins 

and offenses, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole 

world, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and 

not be condemned before the great judgment seat 

of Christ, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in 

the communion of [___________ and] all thy saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 
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The Officiant then says one or more Collects 

 

Collect of the Day  

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come 

among us; and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, 

let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 

us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and 

the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without end. 

Amen. 

A Collect for the Presence of Christ on p. 70 

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day 

is past; be our companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and 

awaken hope, that we may know thee as thou art revealed in 

Scripture and the breaking of bread.  Grant this for the sake 

of thy love.    Amen. 

A Collect for Mission on p. 70 

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: 

Let the whole earth also worship thee, all nations obey thee, 

all tongues confess and bless thee, and men and women every- 

where love thee and serve thee in peace; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.    Amen. 

A Collect for the Unity of the Human Family  

O God, thou hast made us in thine own image and redeemed us  

through thy Son Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace: Give us grace  

seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are in by our unhappy  

and unjust divisions; look with compassion on the whole human  

family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts;  

break down the walls that separate us; and work through our struggles  

and confusion to accomplish thy purposes on earth; that we may be  

united in one holy bond of truth, and justice, peace, and love;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

The Officiant then bids personal prayers. After a moment of silence:  

 

Officiant  Lord in thy mercy 

All   Hear our prayer.   

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God.  

Officiant  Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 

more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 

generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 

for ever and ever. Amen. 


