
Daily Evening Prayer:  

Rite One 
Wednesday, May 12, 2021 

The Eve of the Feast of the Ascension  

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 

 

Officiant O God, make speed to save us. 

People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Officiant and People 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

 

O Gracious Light     Phos hilaron 

O gracious Light, 

pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, 

O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  

Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 

and our eyes behold the vesper light, 

we sing thy praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Thou art worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 

O Son of God, O Giver of life, 

and to be glorified through all the worlds.  

 

Psalm 68 Exsurgat Deus 

1 Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; * 

    let those who hate him flee before him. 
 

  

2 Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; * 

    as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at 

                             the presence of God. 
 

  

3 But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; * 

    let them also be merry and joyful. 
 

  

4 Sing to God, sing praises to his Name; 

exalt him who rides upon the heavens; * 

    YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him! 
 

  



5 Father of orphans, defender of widows, * 

    God in his holy habitation! 
 

  

6 God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners 

                             into freedom; * 

    but the rebels shall live in dry places. 
 

  

7 O God, when you went forth before your people, * 

    when you marched through the wilderness, 
 

  

8 The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain, 

at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, * 

    at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 

  

9 You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; * 

    you refreshed the land when it was weary. 
 

  

10 Your people found their home in it; * 

    in your goodness, O God, you have made provision 

                             for the poor. 

 

11 The Lord gave the word; * 

    great was the company of women who bore the tidings: 
 

  

12 "Kings with their armies are fleeing away; * 

    the women at home are dividing the spoils." 
 

  

13 Though you lingered among the sheepfolds, * 

    you shall be like a dove whose wings are covered with silver, 

    whose feathers are like green gold. 
 

  

14 When the Almighty scattered kings, * 

    it was like snow falling in Zalmon. 
 

  

15 O mighty mountain, O hill of Bashan! * 

    O rugged mountain, O hill of Bashan! 
 

  

16 Why do you look with envy, O rugged mountain, 

at the hill which God chose for his resting place? * 

    truly, the LORD will dwell there for ever. 
 

  



17 The chariots of God are twenty thousand, 

even thousands of thousands; * 

    the Lord comes in holiness from Sinai. 
 

  

18 You have gone up on high and led captivity captive; 

you have received gifts even from your enemies, * 

    that the LORD God might dwell among them. 
 

  

19 Blessed be the Lord day by day, * 

    the God of our salvation, who bears our burdens. 
 

  

20 He is our God, the God of our salvation; * 

    God is the LORD, by whom we escape death. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

Officiant A Reading from the Second Book of Kings 

Chapter 2 verses 1 through 15 

Now when the LORD was about to take Eli′jah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Eli′jah and Eli′sha 

were on their way from Gilgal. And Eli′jah said to Eli′sha, “Tarry here, I pray you; for 

the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Eli′sha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself 

live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. And the sons of the prophets who were 

in Bethel came out to Eli′sha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take away 

your master from over you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; hold your peace.” Eli′jah said to him, 

“Eli′sha, tarry here, I pray you; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As 

the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The sons 

of the prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Eli′sha, and said to him, “Do you know that today 

the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know it; hold 

your peace.” Then Eli′jah said to him, “Tarry here, I pray you; for the LORD has sent me to the 

Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the 

two of them went on. Fifty men of the sons of the prophets also went, and stood at some distance 

from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Eli′jah took his mantle, and rolled it 

up, and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one side and to the other, till the two of 

them could go over on dry ground. When they had crossed, Eli′jah said to Eli′sha, “Ask what I 

shall do for you, before I am taken from you.” And Eli′sha said, “I pray you, let me inherit a double 

share of your spirit.” And he said, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being 

taken from you, it shall be so for you; but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” And as they still 

went on and talked, behold, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them. And 



Eli′jah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. And Eli′sha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! 

the chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. Then he took hold of his own 

clothes and rent them in two pieces. And he took up the mantle of Eli′jah that had fallen from him, 

and went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. Then he took the mantle of Eli′jah that had 

fallen from him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is the LORD, the God of Eli′jah?” And when 

he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other; and Eli′sha went 

over. Now when the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho saw him over against them, they 

said, “The spirit of Eli′jah rests on Eli′sha.” And they came to meet him, and bowed to the ground 

before him. 

Officiant  The Word of the Lord.   

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

The Song of Mary    Magnificat 

 Luke 1:46-55 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, * 

    and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. 

For he hath regarded * 

    the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold from henceforth * 

    all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me, * 

    and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him * 

    throughout all generations. 

He hath showed strength with his arm; * 

    he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat, * 

    and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, * 

    and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, * 

    as he promised to our forefathers, 

    Abraham and his seed for ever.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Officiant A Reading from the Book of Revelation 

Chapter 5 verses 1 through 14 

And I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the 

back, sealed with seven seals; and I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is 



worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth 

was able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I wept much that no one was found worthy to 

open the scroll or to look into it. Then one of the elders said to me, “Weep not; lo, the Lion of the 

tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders, I saw a Lamb standing, 

as though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of 

God sent out into all the earth; and he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was 

seated on the throne. And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-

four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and with golden bowls full of incense, 

which are the prayers of the saints; and they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy art thou to take the 

scroll and to open its seals, for thou wast slain and by thy blood didst ransom men for God from 

every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and hast made them a kingdom and priests to our 

God, and they shall reign on earth.” Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 

creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands 

of thousands, saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 

wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” And I heard every creature in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all therein, saying, “To him who sits 

upon the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might for ever and 

ever!” And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

Officiant  The Word of the Lord.   

People  Thanks be to God.  

 

 

The Song of Simeon     Nunc dimittis 

         Luke 2:29-32 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, * 

    according to thy word; 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, * 

    which thou hast prepared before the face of all people, 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, * 

    and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 

    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

    born of the Virgin Mary, 



    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, dead, and buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead. 

    He ascended into heaven, 

    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

    From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

    the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, 

    the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, 

    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People  And with thy spirit. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

 

Officiant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Suffrages B 

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and 

goodwill, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins 

and offenses, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 



That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole 

world, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and 

not be condemned before the great judgment seat 

of Christ, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

That we may be bound together by thy Holy Spirit in 

the communion of [___________ and] all thy saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, 

We entreat thee, O Lord. 

 

The Officiant then says one or more Collects 

Collect of the Day 

O Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ 

ascended far above all heavens that he might fill all things: 

Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his 

promise, he abideth with his Church on earth, even unto the 

end of the ages; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, in 

glory everlasting. Amen. 

A Collect for Protection on p. 70 

O God, who art the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, 

the strength of those who labor, and the repose of the dead: 

We thank thee for the timely blessings of the day, and humbly 

beseech thy merciful protection all the night. Bring us, we 

pray thee, in safety to the morning hours; through him who 

died for us and rose again, thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

A Collect for Mission on p. 71 

O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy 

presence:  Send forth upon us the Spirit of love, that in 

companionship with one another thine abounding grace may 

increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 

 

The Officiant then bids personal prayers. After a moment of silence:  

 

Officiant  Lord in thy mercy 

All   Hear our prayer.   

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God.  



Officiant  Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely 

more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 

generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


