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Evensong 
Rite I 

The Invitatory, S26 (stand) 

 

 
Daily Evening Prayer I, Preces (S26). Setting: Copyright © Church Publishing, Inc. Tune: © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc. Words: Public 
domain. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725755. All rights reserved. 

O Gracious Light        Phos hilaron Conditor alem siderum, Plainsong, Mode 4 

 
Phos hilaron (S27) Words: Greek, 3rd cent.; tr. F. Bland Tucker (1895–1984); para. of O Gracious Light. Music: Conditor alme siderum, plainsong, Mode 4; acc. 
Bruce Neswick (b. 1956). Copyright: Music: Accompaniment © Bruce Neswick. Meter: LM. Reprinted from The Hymnal 1982, © 1985 the Church Pension Fund. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission of Church Publishing Incorporated, New York, NY. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725755. All 
rights reserved. 
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Psalm(s) Appointed    

       Psalm 34                                        Benedicam Dominum                                          Stephen Elvey 
 
 

 
 
 
                     Chant setting: Stephen Elvey (1805-1860). This selection is in the public domain. 

 
1  I will bless the / LORD at / all times; * 
        his praise shall / ever be / in my / mouth. 

2  I will / glory in the / LORD ; * 
        let the / humble / hear and re - / joice. 

3   Proclaim with me the / greatness of the / LORD ; * 
        let us ex - / alt his / Name to - / gether. 

4  I sought the / LORD  and he / answered me * 
       and delivered me / out of / all my / terror. 

5  Look upon / him and be / radiant, * 
       and let not your / faces / be a - / shamed. 

6  I called in my affliction and the / LORD  / heard me * 
       and / saved me from / all my / troubles. 

7  The angel of the LORD encompasses  / those who / fear him, * 
       and / he / will de - / liver them. 

8  Taste and see that the / LORD  is / good; * 
        -- / happy are / they who / trust in him! 

9  Fear the LORD  you that / are his / saints, * 
       for / those who / fear him lack / nothing. 

10  The young lions lack and / suffer / hunger, * 
        but those who seek the LORD  lack / nothing / that is / good. 

11  Come children and / listen to / me; * 
         I will / teach you the / fear of the / LORD . 

12  Who among / you loves / life * 
         desires long / life to en - / joy pros - / perity? 
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13  Keep your tongue from / evil - / speaking * 
        and your / lips from / lying / words. 

14  Turn from evil and / do / good; * 
        seek / peace / and pur - / sue it. 

15  The eyes of the LORD  are up - / on the / righteous, * 
        and his ears are / open / to their / cry. 

16  The face of the LORD  is against / those who do / evil, * 
        to root out the re - / membrance of / them from the / earth. 

17  The righteous cry and the / LORD  / hears them * 
        and de - / livers them from / all their / troubles. 

18  The LORD  is near to the / broken - / hearted * 
        and will save / those whose / spirits are / crushed. 

19  Many are the / troubles of the / righteous, * 
        but the LORD will de - / liver him / out of them / all. 

20  He will keep safe / all his / bones; * 
        not / one of / them shall be / broken. 

21  Evil shall / slay the / wicked, * 
         and those who hate the / righteous / will be / punished. 

22  The LORD ransoms the / life of his / servants, * 
       and / none will be / punished who / trust in him. 

Glory to the Father and / to the / Son, * 
        and / to the / Holy / Spirit: 
 

As it was in the be - / ginning is / now, * 
        and will be for - / ever. / A - / men. 
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The First Lesson, Ecclesiasticus 51:13-22                                    Revised Standard Version 

 While I was still young, before I went on my travels, 
    I sought wisdom openly in my prayer. 
 Before the temple I asked for her, 
    and I will search for her to the last. 
 From blossom to ripening grape 
    my heart delighted in her; 
my foot entered upon the straight path; 
    from my youth I followed her steps. 
 I inclined my ear a little and received her, 
    and I found for myself much instruction. 
 I made progress therein; 
    to him who gives wisdom I will give glory. 
 For I resolved to live according to wisdom,  
    and I was zealous for the good; 
    and I shall never be put to shame. 
 My soul grappled with wisdom,  
    and in my conduct I was strict; 

 I spread out my hands to the heavens, 
    and lamented my ignorance of her. 
I directed my soul to her, 
    and through purification I found her. 
I gained understanding with her from the first, 
    therefore I will not be forsaken. 
 My heart was stirred to seek her, 
    therefore I have gained a good possession. 
The Lord gave me a tongue as my reward, 
    and I will praise him with it. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Song of Mary, S185                        Magnificat                           
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Setting: Mode 8 antiphon; adapt. Bruce E. Ford (b. 1947). Plainsong, Tone 8 (Solemn); adapt. Charles Winfred Douglas (1867-1944), alt. Streamed 
with permission through OneLicense A#275755. All rights reserved. 

 

The Second Lesson, Matthew 20:1-16                                       Revised Standard Version 

Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a householder who went out early in 
the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a 
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. And going out about the third 
hour he saw others standing idle in the market place; and to them he said, ‘You go 
into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Going 
out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the 
eleventh hour he went out and found others standing; and he said to them, ‘Why 
do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And when evening came, the 
owner of the vineyard said to his steward, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their 
wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when those hired about the 
eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received a denarius. 
And on receiving it they grumbled at the householder, saying, ‘These last worked 
only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden 
of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what 
belongs to you, and go; I choose to give to this last as I give to you. Am I not 
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?’ So the last will be first, and the first last.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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The Song of Simeon, S 196                         Nunc dimittis  

   

Setting: Mode 7 antiphon; adapt. Bruce E. Ford (b. 1947). Plainsong, Tone 7; adapt. The Standing Commssion on Church Music, 1979. Streamed 
with permission through OneLicense A#275755. All rights reserved. 

 

 

The People shall stand.  
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The Apostles’ Creed  (sung on tone)  

Officiant I believe in God, 

All the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

  who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

  born of the Virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, dead, and buried. 

  He descended into hell. 

  The third day he rose again from the dead. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

  and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

  From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

All And with thy spirit. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

The Our Father (kneel)  

Officiant Our Father, 

All who art in heaven, 
hallow’d be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Suffrages B, S29  

 
Music: Mason Martens (1933–1991). Copyright: © 1971 by Mason Martens. Reprinted from The Hymnal 1982, © 1985 the Church Pension Fund. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission of Church Publishing Incorporated, New York, NY. Used with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-725755. All rights reserved. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, whose blessed Son was manifested that he might destroy the 
works of the devil and make us the children of God and heirs of eternal 
life: Grant us, we beseech thee, that, having this hope, we may purify 
ourselves even as he is pure; that, when he shall appear again with 
power and great glory, we may be made like unto him in his eternal and 
glorious kingdom; where with thee, O Father, and thee, O Holy Ghost, 
he liveth and reigneth ever, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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A Collect for Sundays 
Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of 
death and prepared for us our place in the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who 
have this day given thanks for his resurrection, may praise thee in that City of 
which he is the light; and where he liveth and reigneth for ever and ever. 
Amen.  

A Collect for Mission 
O God, who dost manifest in thy servants the signs of thy presence:  Send forth 
upon us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another thine 
abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Anthem, Teach me, O Lord                                                                                 Peter Moger 
Teach me, O Lord, the way of thy statutes, and I shall keep it unto the 
end. Give me understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall keep it 
with my whole heart. Amen. 
Music: Peter Moger (b. 1964); Words, Psalm 119:33-34. Music copyright 1991, The Royal School of Church Music, England, GIA Publications, Inc.  

 

The General Thanksgiving 
             Officiant and People 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all men. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 



11 
 

The Dismissal and Grace, S31 

 
Concluding Versicle and Response. Tune: © 1985, Church Publishing, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense #A-725755. All rights reserved. 

 
The Grace 
 Officiant  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 
 
The service continues with the Office Hymn on the following page. 
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The Office Hymn, Hymn 28, O blest Creator, source of light BROMLEY 

 

                        Used with permission through OneLicense #A-725755. All rights reserved.   
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